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Teacher Work Sample 

Standard IV: Design for Instruction 

 Student teacher (ST) Jessica Haight's sophomore unit on T.H. White's The Once & Future King 

consists of two distinct components: the reading of the novel itself (Week 1-5) and composition of the 

school-mandated research paper (Week 6-9). In Appendix A, the nine-week schedule is 'blocked out' by 

day. Each lesson is aligned to the Iowa Department of Education's Literacy Standards for grade 10 

students. The majority of the research paper process is a series of steps pre-decided by Ms. Haight's 

Master Teacher, Michelle Flores, along with other members of Xavier High School's sophomore 

English department. As such, Ms. Haight feels that while the majority of the novel-reading activities 

are her brainchild, the somewhat stock nature of the four weeks encompassing the research paper is a 

less-inspired necessary evil, so to speak. Ms. Haight has chosen a selection of these activities to 

pontificate on.  

 

Merlyn and "backwards time" (Week 1, Day 2)  

 An important component of the novel is understanding how the character Merlyn moves 

through time "backwards". To emphasize this, the ST will show students a comic from online strip 

"XKCD", in which Merlyn watches the movie "Memento" and wryly comments on the 

"straightforward" nature of the plot (see Appendix B). The ST will explain how this relates to Merlyn's 

sense of time, and will ask students to make predictions about the nature of his mentoring of Arthur, 

given that he already knows what Arthur's destiny is to be. As noted in Appendix A, this lesson calls 

upon students' collective ability to "draw conclusions, make inferences, and deduce meaning" 

(Standard B1).  

 It is imperative during this lesson that students understand Merlyn's concept of time without 

getting carried away by superfluous details. The ST may have to ask students to suspend their disbelief, 
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in order to accept that Merlyn knows both good and bad things will happen, and that it would be 

irresponsible for him to step in to try and prevent what 'has' to be. The ST will emphasize that students 

are welcome to research more solid theories regarding Merlyn's sense of time, but that it will not be a 

major discussion point in class. As such, the crux of this lesson is discussion - making sure students not 

only understand, but that their questions remain relevant to the plot at hand.  

 For assessment purposes, students will be asked to name "the character who goes through 

'backwards time'" on one O&FK quiz, and to acknowledge whether or not Merlyn goes through 

"sideways time" on the final exam (wherein students will answer either "true" or "false"). The ST plans 

to touch on Merlyn's abilities vs. responsibilities concerning knowing the future during Book II, when 

he knows he will be imprisoned by a girl with whom he falls in love.  

 

Symbolism in literature (Week 1, Day 3) 

 In Standard III, Ms. Haight discussed the pre-assessment activity outlined in Week 1, Day 3; 

students will be asked to reflect on which type of animal they would most like to be transformed into, if 

the opportunity arose. In Book I, Arthur is transformed by Merlyn into several animals, all of whom 

teach him practical knowledge (flying; learning to swim like a fish rather than a human), as well as 

theoretical lessons on the nature of man and war, which acts as framework for later transformations of 

society by Arthur, now King of England, in Book II and beyond.  

 By asking students to reflect on the properties and characteristics of animals, the lesson draws 

upon students' collective ability to "infer traits, feelings, and motives of characters or individuals". 

Once students volunteer to read their reflections aloud, the ST will pass out the "Symbolism in 

Literature" hand-out (Appendix C), detailing typical traits and characteristics prescribed to several 

objects and creatures throughout literature. With this hand-out, the ST hopes to tie the book and 

somewhat silly reflective activity together neatly. In addition, students will be asked to re-immerse 
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themselves in Arthur's animal teachings to complete their initial blog assignments (due 3/3).  

 Assessment-wise, students will discuss the teachings of the animals in class, including any 

religious parables which ties the book into students' own Catholic leanings. In addition, students will be 

asked to recall specific animal experiences and lessons on the O&FK quizzes, as well as the final exam.  

 

Personal Ads (Week 1, Day 4) 

 As students are expected to analyze a portion of the novel extensively in a research paper, the 

ST sees the importance of emphasizing not only basic plot details, but also characterization and 

motives. The personal ads assignment is designed to do just that: Students will be assigned a particular 

character from the first 15 chapters, for whom they will construct a personal ad for some medium of 

dating/friendship service (see Appendix D for an explanation of the assignment parameters). For 

additional clarity, students will receive a copy of the ST's own personal ad example for Cully the 

goshawk, a disgruntled, molting animal with whom Arthur interacts as a boy. (The ST will not assign 

Cully to the students - the example was intentionally for a rather obscure character.)  

 Standards-wise, this assignment asks students not only to "understand stated information that 

they have read", but to make "inferences" and apply them to a kitschy personal ad medium. Students 

will also be introduced to the literal meaning of the term "anachronism" - as the ST will explain, none 

of the characters would have knowledge of online dating services, given that they live in Medieval 

times (possible exception is Merlyn, of course). However, for levity, students are allowed to use 

anachronistic mediums to complete the assignment themselves. For assessment purposes, students will 

often be asked questions on quizzes and the final exam pertaining to characters' motives and 

personalities - comparing and contrasting Guenever and Elaine in Book III, for example. It is the ST's 

hope that presenting this information in a casual way will make at least one character in particular 

come alive for each student. 
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Conclusion 

 The Once & Future King is rife with themes which can be easily aligned with state standards 

and school requirements alike. With this unit, the ST seeks to give students a thorough academic 

examination of the text, in order to prepare them for the later research paper component. Class 

discussions will encompass not only close reading of the text, but also character motivations, symbolic 

elements, and non-traditional interpretations. Occasional humorous touches strive to provide a bit of 

levity when the book grows too lengthy or muddled for students' tastes. Students will also be given 

ample time to complete a large portion of the research paper legwork in class - given this, the ST is 

confident that students will exude a high rate of success overall.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Design for Instruction     6 

Appendices 

Appendix A. Block schedule of O&FK unit (9 weeks). 

Appendix B. XKCD #270 comic, Merlyn's concept of time. 

Appendix C. "Symbolism in Literature" hand-out. 

Appendix D. Personal Ads hand-out, with "Cully" example. 
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Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

    Day 1 (1/30/09): Pre-

Reading 

 

The ST will assign 

students individual copies 

of the novel, and will 

hand out packets "A" and 

"B", as well as a reading 

list (on purple paper, for 

easy visibility). The ST 

will introduce students to 

the four overarching 

themes of the novel: 

Might is Right, Might for 

Right, Might for God, 

and Right is Right. 

Students will discuss the 

concept of a Utopian 

society as framework for 

the novel.  

 

Standards: 

- Standard A1: Students 

can understand stated 

information they have 

read. 

- Standard B3: Students 

can make predictions 

based on stated 

information. 

WEEK ONE 

 

Day 2 (2/2/09): Book I, 

chapter 1-4 

 

Students will discuss 

some of the book 

characters introduced in 

the first few chapters: 

Arthur, Kay, Sir Ector, 

Merlyn, King Pellinore. 

Students will discuss how 

each character is 

connected (i.e.: Merlyn's 

backwards time, and how 

it applies to his mentoring 

Arthur), and will predict a 

plot point for each, using 

their question-and-answer 

packets (labeled "A"). 

 

Standards: 

- Standard A1: Students 

can understand stated 

information they have 

read. 

- Standard A3: Students 

can determine the main 

idea, topic, or theme and 

make generalizations. 

Day 3 (2/3/09): Book I, 

chapter 5-8 

 

Students will reflect on 

Arthur's various animal 

transformations within 

Book I, and what he 

learns from them. 

Students will then discuss 

which animals they 

would wish to transform 

into; what their 

strengths/weaknesses 

would be; what they 

would do as that animal; 

etc. The ST will also 

discuss the symbolism 

behind each animal and 

various symbols found in 

the novel; students will 

receive the "Symbolism 

in Literature" hand-out. 

 

Standards: 

- Standard A1: Students 

can understand stated 

information they have 

read. 

- Standard A3: Students 

can determine the main 

Day 4 (2/4/09): Book I, 

chapter 9-11 

 

Students will discuss the 

concept of a "legend" 

using information from 

their study guide packets 

(labeled "B"), and how 

this term relates not only 

to the novel as a whole, 

but specifically to the 

characters Robin 

Wood/Hood and Morgan 

the Fay. The ST will 

introduce the Personal 

Ads assignment (due Day 

Six, 2/6/09), and will 

assign a character to each 

student. The ST will also 

introduce the concept of 

an 'anachronism', using a 

sample Personal Ad 

wherein the character 

uses an online dating site 

(out of place because he 

lives during Medieval 

times, of course). 

 

Standards: 

- Standard A1: Students 

Day 5 (2/5/09): Book I, 

chapter 12-14 

 

Students will break into 

5-6 small groups (3-4 

students each) and answer 

questions about chapter 

9-13 in their Q&A 

packets. Each group will 

prevent its findings. The 

ST will then present 

information on chapter 14 

and the feudal system, 

which students will be 

encouraged to take notes 

on.  

 

Standards:  

- Standard A1: Students 

can understand stated 

information they have 

read. 

- Standard A3: Students 

can determine the main 

idea, topic, or theme and 

make generalizations. 

- Standard B2: Students 

can infer traits, feelings, 

and motives of characters 

or individuals. 

Day 6 (2/6/09): Book I, 

Reading Day (early 

release schedule) 

 

Students will turn in their 

Personal Ads 

assignments. Students 

will then be given time to 

begin reading chapter 15-

24, their weekend 

assignment (due Monday, 

2/9). 

 

Standards:  

- Standard A1: Students 

can understand stated 

information they have 

read. 
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- Standard B1: Students 

can draw conclusions, 

make inferences, and 

deduce meaning. 

- Standard B2: Students 

can infer traits, feelings, 

and motives of characters 

or individuals. 

- Standard B3: Students 

can make predictions 

based on stated 

information. 

idea, topic, or theme and 

make generalizations. 

- Standard B1: Students 

can draw conclusions, 

make inferences, and 

deduce meaning. 

- Standard B2: Students 

can infer traits, feelings, 

and motives of characters 

or individuals. 

can understand stated 

information they have 

read. 

- Standard A2: Students 

can determine the literal 

meaning of specific 

words. 

- Standard A3: Students 

can determine the main 

idea, topic, or theme and 

make generalizations. 

- Standard B1: Students 

can draw conclusions, 

make inferences, and 

deduce meaning. 

- Standard B5: Students 

can distinguish among 

facts, opinions, and 

assumptions. 

WEEK TWO 

 

Day 7 (2/9/09): Book I, 

chapter 15-19 

 

Students will break into 

small groups and work 

together to answer 

questions on chapters 15-

19 in their Q&A packets. 

The ST will notify 

students that their Book I 

quiz will be on 

Wednesday (2/11).  

 

Standards: 

- Standard A1: Students 

can understand stated 

information they have 

read. 

- Standard A3: Students 

can determine the main 

idea, topic, or theme and 

make generalizations. 

- Standard B2: Students 

can infer traits, feelings, 

and motives of characters 

or individuals. 

Day 8 (2/10/09): Book I, 

chapter 20-24 

 

The ST will discuss the 

events of chapter 20-24 

with students; 

specifically, the parable 

about the origins of man 

by the badger, and the 

revelations at the end of 

chapter 24 when Arthur 

pulls the sword from the 

stone. Students will make 

predictions about Book 

II. The ST will also write 

a number of review items 

on the white board for 

students' upcoming Book 

I quiz (2/11). 

 

Standards: 

- Standard A3: Students 

can determine the main 

idea, topic, or theme and 

make generalizations. 

- Standard B1: Students 

can draw conclusions, 

make inferences, and 

deduce meaning. 

- Standard B2: Students 

can infer traits, feelings, 

and motives of characters 

or individuals. 

- Standard B3: Students 

can make predictions 

based on stated 

information. 

Day 9 (2/11/09): Book I 

quiz  

 

The ST will collect 

students' Q&A packets 

for homework points over 

Book I questions. 

Students will then take 

the Book I quiz (no 

books/notes). Students 

who finish early will be 

directed to work on 

additional 

schoolwork/future 

reading assignments. 

 

Standards: 

- Standard A1: Students 

can understand stated 

information they have 

read. 

- Standard B1: Students 

can draw conclusions, 

make inferences, and 

deduce meaning. 

Day 10 (2/12/09): Book 

II, chapter 1-3 

 

The ST will explain the 

lineage of King Arthur, 

and introduce the 

character Queen 

Morgause, for whom 

Book II is named. 

Students will also make 

predictions about the the 

nature of Arthur's society, 

based on Merlyn's 

increasingly negative 

views on war in Book II. 

 

Standards: 

- Standard A3: Students 

can determine the main 

idea, topic, or theme and 

make generalizations. 

- Standard B1: Students 

can draw conclusions, 

make inferences, and 

deduce meaning. 

- Standard B3: Students 

can make predictions 

based on stated 

information. 

Day 11 (2/13/09): Book 

II, chapter 4-7 

 

Students will discuss 

characters' shifting 

opinions about war in 

Book II - specifically, the 

comparison of Arthur to 

two "philosophers", 

Hitler and Jesus, and 

Merlyn's insistence that 

Arthur transform society 

from "Might is Right" to 

"Might for Right". The 

ST will also explain how 

author T.H. White's own 

views as a pacifist during 

World War II influence  

the novel; also, how he 

'speaks' through Merlyn. 

Students will be asked to 

finish Book II by reading 

chapters 8-14 over the 

weekend. 

 

Standards: 

- Standard B1: Students 

can draw conclusions, 

make inferences, and 

deduce meaning. 

- Standard B2: Students 

can infer traits, feelings, 

and motives of characters 

or individuals. 

- Standard B3: Students 

can make predictions 

based on stated 

information. 

- Standard B4: Students 

can identify the author's 

views and purposes. 

WEEK THREE Day 13 (2/17/09): Book Day 14 (2/18/09): Book Day 15 (2/19/09): Book Day 16 (2/20/09): 



Design for Instruction     9 

 

Day 12 (2/16/09): Book 

II, finish chapter 1-7 

(early release) 

 

Students will continue 

discussing chapter 1-7 of 

Book II, including the 

"sins of the father" motif 

introduced, and Merlyn's 

thoughts on war.  

 

Standards: 

- Standard B1: Students 

can draw conclusions, 

make inferences, and 

deduce meaning. 

- Standard B2: Students 

can infer traits, feelings, 

and motives of characters 

or individuals. 

- Standard B3: Students 

can make predictions 

based on stated 

information. 

II, chapter 8-11 

 

The ST will advise 

students that their Book II 

quiz will be on Thursday 

(2/19). Students will 

discuss concepts from 

chapter 8-11, including 

comparing and 

contrasting "Might is 

Right" and "Might for 

Right", and discussing the 

concept of chivalry (using 

information from study 

packet "B").  

 

Standards: 

- Standard A1: Students 

can understand stated 

information they have 

read. 

- Standard A2: Students 

can determine the literal 

meaning of specific 

words. 

- Standard A3: Students 

can determine the main 

idea, topic, or theme and 

make generalizations. 

- Standard B1: Students 

can draw conclusions, 

make inferences, and 

deduce meaning. 

II, chapter 12-14 

 

Students will discuss the 

events of chapters 12-14; 

specifically, the shift 

from the abstractions of 

war to Arthur's specific 

atrocities during the battle 

of Bedegraine and his 

undoing at the hands of 

Morgause (through the 

conception of Mordred). 

Students will also discuss 

what Merlyn does and 

does not tell Arthur 

before he is imprisoned, 

and will make predictions 

about how this will affect 

the story. 

 

Standards: 

- Standard A1: Students 

can understand stated 

information they have 

read. 

- Standard A3: Students 

can determine the main 

idea, topic, or theme and 

make generalizations. 

- Standard B1: Students 

can draw conclusions, 

make inferences, and 

deduce meaning. 

- Standard B2: Students 

can infer traits, feelings, 

and motives of characters 

or individuals. 

- Standard B3: Students 

can make predictions 

based on stated 

information. 

II quiz 

 

The ST will collect 

students' Q&A packets to 

give them homework 

points for completing the 

Book II section. Students 

will then take the Book II 

quiz. Students who finish 

early will be advised to 

begin their weekend 

reading assignment, 

chapter 1-29 of Book III. 

 

Standards: 

- Standard A1: Students 

can understand stated 

information they have 

read. 

- Standard B1: Students 

can draw conclusions, 

make inferences, and 

deduce meaning. 

Reading Day 

 

A significant portion of 

the class period will be 

appropriated to a 

cumulative vocabulary 

exam. Students who 

finish early will be asked 

to begin/continue reading 

chapter 1-29 of Book III. 

Discussion of such will 

begin on Monday (2/23).  

 

Standards: 

- Standard A1: Students 

can understand stated 

information they have 

read. 

WEEK FOUR 

 

Day 17 (2/23/09): Book 

III, chapter 1-29 

 

Students will break into 5-

6 small groups. The ST 

will assign each group 2-3 

chapters; each group will 

answer the Q&A packet 

questions for those 

chapters, and will present 

said answers to the class. 

The ST will advise 

students that Book III 

emphasis on Lancelot and 

his forbidden love for 

Guenever tends to come 

in short, episodic bursts 

rather than the previous 

Day 18 (2/24/09): Book 

III, chapter 1-29 (cont.) 

 

Students will once again 

break into 5-6 small 

groups. The ST will 

assign a new selection of 

chapters to each group, 

and ask students to 

synthesize the 

information in their Q&A 

packets for those 

chapters. The ST will also 

introduce students to an 

additional blog activity - 

students will be required 

to register on a school 

blog designed specifically 

for the class; students will 

then be asked to answer 

Day 19 (2/25/09): Book 

III, chapter 1-29 (cont.); 

early release schedule 

 

Students will finish their 

discussion of chapter 1-

29 of Book III. The ST 

will remind students to 

have completed the rest 

of Book III, chapter 30-

45, before Thursday, so 

that they can participate 

in the discussion in class 

leading up to the Book III 

quiz. 

 

Standards: 

- - Standard A1: Students 

can understand stated 

information they have 

Day 20 (2/26/09): Book 

III, chapter 30-45 

 

Students will break into 

5-6 small groups. Each 

group will answer 

questions pertaining to a 

specific number of 

chapters, and will also 

explain a quote from 

those chapters that they 

found particularly 

notable. 

 

Standards: 

- Standard A1: Students 

can understand stated 

information they have 

read. 

- Standard A3: Students 

Day 21 (2/27/09): 

Reading Day 

 

A portion of the class 

period will be set aside 

for students to take a 

vocabulary quiz; 

afterwards, students will 

be allowed to read and/or 

work on their Q&A 

packets. The ST will 

remind students of 

upcoming due dates; 

students should bring any 

unanswered questions 

about Book III to class on 

Monday, in preparation 

for the quiz on 3/3. 

 

Standards: 
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Books' neatly connected 

subplots. The ST will also 

emphasize that Book III is 

the part of the novel 

where students are most 

likely to stop reading, but 

that it is imperative in 

order to understand Book 

IV.  

 

Standards: 

- Standard A1: Students 

can understand stated 

information they have 

read. 

- Standard A3: Students 

can determine the main 

idea, topic, or theme and 

make generalizations. 

- Standard B2: Students 

can infer traits, feelings, 

and motives of characters 

or individuals. 

reflective questions about 

Book II. These will be 

due 3/3, the same day as 

the Book III quiz 

(Tuesday).  

 

Standards: 

- - Standard A1: Students 

can understand stated 

information they have 

read. 

- Standard A3: Students 

can determine the main 

idea, topic, or theme and 

make generalizations. 

- Standard B2: Students 

can infer traits, feelings, 

and motives of characters 

or individuals. 

- Standard C1: Students 

will write analytical blog 

responses on various 

aspects of O&FK. 

read. 

- Standard A3: Students 

can determine the main 

idea, topic, or theme and 

make generalizations. 

- Standard B2: Students 

can infer traits, feelings, 

and motives of characters 

or individuals. 

 

 

can determine the main 

idea, topic, or theme and 

make generalizations. 

- Standard B2: Students 

can infer traits, feelings, 

and motives of characters 

or individuals. 

Standard A1: Students 

can understand stated 

information that they 

have read. 

WEEK FIVE 

 

Day 22 (3/2/09): Book III, 

chapter 30-45; review 

 

Students will break into 

small groups in order to 

finish discussing Book 

III. The ST will write 

important points on the 

white board for students 

to use as a study guide. 

Students will also be 

reminded that their Book 

II blog responses are due 

3/3.  

 

Standards:  

- Standard A1: Students 

can understand stated 

information they have 

read. 

- Standard A3: Students 

can determine the main 

idea, topic, or theme and 

make generalizations. 

- Standard B2: Students 

can infer traits, feelings, 

and motives of characters 

or individuals. 

Day 23 (3/3/09): Book III 

quiz 

 

Students will take the 

Book III quiz. Students 

who finish early will be 

given time to begin 

reading Book IV - 

discussion of chapter 1-7 

will begin Wednesday 

(3/4). The ST will remind 

students that their Book II 

blogs are due today by 

11:59 PM. 

 

Standards: 

- Standard A1: Students 

can understand stated 

information they have 

read. 

- Standard C1: Students 

will write analytical blog 

responses on various 

aspects of O&FK. 

Day 24 (3/4/09): Book 

IV, chapter 1-9 

 

The ST will review some 

loose ends from Book III 

in preparation for Book 

IV. Students will begin 

discussing chapter 1-9 in 

small groups. The ST will   

also assign due dates for 

the Book III blogs: 3/5 

for students in period 1, 

and 3/7 for students in 

period 5 (wherein the 

latter are supposed to 

respond to posts made by 

students in period 1).  

 

Standards:  

- Standard A1: Students 

can understand stated 

information they have 

read. 

- Standard A3: Students 

can determine the main 

idea, topic, or theme and 

make generalizations. 

- Standard B2: Students 

can infer traits, feelings, 

and motives of characters 

or individuals. 

- Standard C1: Students 

will write analytical blog 

responses on various 

aspects of O&FK. 

Day 25 (3/5/09): Book 

IV, chapter 1-9 (cont.) 

 

Students will continue 

discussing and presenting 

on chapter 1-9 in small 

groups. Students should 

be continuing to fill out 

their Q&A packets, and 

should have Book IV 

completely read by the 

end of the week. The ST 

will advise students that 

they will not have an 

individual quiz over Book 

IV itself - rather, 

questions over the end of 

the novel will be 

incorporated into a 100-

point O&FK final exam, 

which will be 

administered in the 

upcoming week. The ST 

will remind period 1 

students that their Book 

III blog responses are due 

today. 

 

Standards: 

- Standard A1: Students 

can understand stated 

information they have 

read. 

- Standard A3: Students 

can determine the main 

idea, topic, or theme and 

make generalizations. 

- Standard B2: Students 

Day 26 (3/6/09): Book 

IV, chapter 10-14 

 

Students will discuss the 

end of O&FK, 

specifically the final four 

chapters. In particular, the 

ST will provide 

supplemental material 

from Thomas Malory's 

own take on Arthurian 

legend, Le Morte 

d'Arthur, in order for 

students to understand the 

destinies of all of the 

major characters in Book 

IV (which T.H. White 

alludes to, but does not 

specifically detail). The 

ST will remind period 5 

students that their Book 

III blogs are due 

Saturday, 3/7, by 11:59 

PM, and that the O&FK 

final exam will be next 

week. 

 

Standards: 

-  Standard A1: Students 

can understand stated 

information they have 

read. 

- Standard A3: Students 

can determine the main 

idea, topic, or theme and 

make generalizations. 

- Standard B2: Students 

can infer traits, feelings, 
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can infer traits, feelings, 

and motives of characters 

or individuals. 

- Standard C1: Students 

will write analytical blog 

responses on various 

aspects of O&FK. 

and motives of characters 

or individuals. 

- Standard C1: Students 

will write analytical blog 

responses on various 

aspects of O&FK. 

WEEK SIX 

 

Day 27 (3/9/09): 

Memorial for Conlon 

White 

 

Over the weekend, a 

sophomore student at 

Xavier committed suicide. 

Students will spend the 

day participating in 

memoriam-related 

activities and reflections 

for him. The O&FK exam 

has been post-poned until 

Friday, 3/13. 

 

Standards: N/A 

Day 28 (3/10/09): O&FK 

Research Paper 

Introduction  

 

Students will be 

introduced to the O&FK 

research paper 

assignment - all Xavier 

students are expected to 

complete a term paper in 

each English class in 

preparation for college. 

Students will receive a 

detailed, two-day 

introduction to the paper 

by Mrs. Davis, the school 

librarian; two copies of 

students' thesis statements 

are due Thursday, 3/12.  

 

Standards:  

- Standard C2: Students 

will research an aspect of 

the novel of their 

choosing in an on-ground 

library, as well as via 

Internet-based resources 

 

Day 29 (3/11/09): Funeral 

for Conlon White 

 

Students will have the 

day off of school in order 

to attend Conlon's 

funeral.  

 

Standards: N/A 

Day 30 (3/12/09): O&FK 

Research Paper 

Introduction (LMC) 

 

Students will discuss the 

research paper 

assignment with Mrs. 

Davis in the LMC. Thesis 

statements are also due - 

the ST will keep a copy 

of each students' thesis 

for her own records, and 

will return the second 

copy to students by the 

end of the period with 

applicable comments on 

it.  

 

Standards:  

- Standard C2: Students 

will research an aspect of 

the novel of their 

choosing in an on-ground 

library, as well as via 

Internet-based resources 

Day 31 (3/13/09): O&FK 

Final Exam 

 

Students will take the 

final exam over the novel. 

The ST will advise 

students that they will be 

conducting research in 

the LMC during the 

majority of the next 

week, and to use their 

time wisely. 

 

Standards: 

- Standard A1: Students 

can understand stated 

information they have 

read. 

- Standard A2: Students 

can determine the literal 

meaning of specific 

words. 

- Standard A3: Students 

can determine the main 

idea, topic, or theme and 

make generalizations. 

- Standard B1: Students 

can draw conclusions, 

make inferences, and 

deduce meaning. 

- Standard B2: Students 

can infer traits, feelings, 

and motives of characters 

or individuals. 

- Standard B4: Students 

can identify the author's 

views and purposes. 

- Standard B5: Students 

can distinguish among 

facts, opinions, and 

assumptions. 

WEEK SEVEN 

 

Day 32 (3/16/09): O&FK 

Research Paper (LMC) 

 

Students will be advised 

that they will spend every 

day this week in the 

LMC, minus Tuesday. 

Students have a rough 

outline due on 

Wednesday, 3/17; 25 note 

cards (4x6) due on 3/18; 

Day 33 (3/17/09): O&FK 

Research Paper Outlines 

 

The ST will discuss with 

students the difference 

between a rough and final 

outline. Students also 

have the choice of writing 

a topic or sentence 

outline - the ST will use 

overhead slides to 

emphasize the similarities 

and differences between 

Day 34 (3/18/09): O&FK 

Research Paper (LMC) 

 

Students will conduct 

research in the LMC 

during class. The ST will 

call students up 

individually to have their 

25 note cards checked 

off. Students will be 

reminded that their rough 

outlines are due 

tomorrow. 

Day 35 (3/19/09): O&FK 

Research Paper (LMC) 

 

Students will continue to 

conduct research in the 

LMC. The ST will begin 

to call students up 

individually to go over 

their rough outlines. 

Students will be reminded 

that final outlines will be 

due 3/31, the Tuesday 

they come back from 

Day 36 (3/20/09): O&FK 

Research Paper (LMC) 

 

Students will continue to 

conduct research in the 

LMC. The ST will 

continue to call students 

up individually to go over 

rough outlines. Students 

will be reminded that 

final outlines will be due 

3/31.  
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and the final outline due 

3/31, the Tuesday after 

Spring Break. 

 

Standards:  

- Standard C2: Students 

will research an aspect of 

the novel of their 

choosing in an on-ground 

library, as well as via 

Internet-based resources. 

these. The ST will remind 

students of upcoming due 

dates. 

 

Standards: 

- Standard C2: Students 

will research an aspect of 

the novel of their 

choosing in an on-ground 

library, as well as via 

Internet-based resources. 

 

Standards:  

- Standard C2: Students 

will research an aspect of 

the novel of their 

choosing in an on-ground 

library, as well as via 

Internet-based resources. 

Spring Break. 

 

Standards: 

- Standard C2: Students 

will research an aspect of 

the novel of their 

choosing in an on-ground 

library, as well as via 

Internet-based resources. 

Standards:  

- Standard C2: Students 

will research an aspect of 

the novel of their 

choosing in an on-ground 

library, as well as via 

Internet-based resources. 

 

Spring Break: 3/23 - 

3/27/09! 

WEEK EIGHT 

 

Day 37 (3/30/09): O&FK 

Research Paper (LMC) 

 

Students should be 

finished researching 

within the main portion of 

the library; as such, the 

remainder of the unit will 

be spent nominally in the 

school computer lab. The 

ST will call students up 

individually to go over 

the remainder of their 

note cards (35-45 are due; 

also, students are advised 

to have at least five 

bibliography sources at 

this point: 2 book sources, 

and at least 1 Internet 

source).  

 

Standards:  

- Standard C2: Students 

will research an aspect of 

the novel of their 

choosing in an on-ground 

library, as well as via 

Internet-based resources. 

Day 38 (3/31/09): O&FK 

Research Paper (LMC) 

 

The ST will call students 

up individually to review 

their final outlines. The 

class will be working in 

the school computer lab 

on their papers. 

 

Standards: 

- Standard C2: Students 

will research an aspect of 

the novel of their 

choosing in an on-ground 

library, as well as via 

Internet-based resources. 

Day 39 (4/1/09): O&FK 

Research Paper (LMC) 

 

Students will continue 

working in the school 

computer lab on their 

papers. The ST will point 

out upcoming due dates: 

Rough drafts (4/2 - 

conferences will be held 

for the next week); final 

draft of paper is due 

Thursday, 4/9/09. 

 

Standards: 

- Standard C2: Students 

will research an aspect of 

the novel of their 

choosing in an on-ground 

library, as well as via 

Internet-based resources. 

 

 

Day 40 (4/2/09): O&FK 

Rough Drafts Due (LMC) 

 

Rough draft conferences 

begin. The class will 

continue working in the 

computer lab. Students 

should have their rough 

drafts completed by 

today, since they won't 

know exactly when they 

will be called up. 

 

Standards:  

- Standard C2: Students 

will research an aspect of 

the novel of their 

choosing in an on-ground 

library, as well as via 

Internet-based resources. 

Day 41 (4/3/09): O&FK 

Rough Draft Conferences 

(LMC) 

 

Rough draft conferences 

will continue. The class 

will continue working in 

the computer lab, 

 

Standards: 

- Standard C2: Students 

will research an aspect of 

the novel of their 

choosing in an on-ground 

library, as well as via 

Internet-based resources. 

WEEK NINE 

 

Day 42 (4/6/09): O&FK 

Rough Draft Conferences 

(LMC) 

 

Rough draft conferences 

will continue. The class 

will continue working in 

the computer lab, 

 

Standards: 

- Standard C2: Students 

will research an aspect of 

the novel of their 

choosing in an on-ground 

library, as well as via 

Internet-based resources. 

Day 43 (4/7/09): O&FK 

Rough Draft Conferences 

(LMC) 

 

Rough draft conferences 

will continue. The class 

will continue working in 

the computer lab, 

 

Standards: 

- Standard C2: Students 

will research an aspect of 

the novel of their 

choosing in an on-ground 

library, as well as via 

Internet-based resources. 

Day 44 (4/8/09): O&FK 

Research Papers (Last 

work day) 

 

Students will have one 

more day to work in the 

LMC on their research 

papers. The final draft is 

due tomorrow.  

 

Standards: 

- Standard C2: Students 

will research an aspect of 

the novel of their 

choosing in an on-ground 

library, as well as via 

Internet-based resources. 

Day 45 (4/9/09): O&FK 

Final Draft Due 

 

Students will turn in their 

O&FK research papers.  

 

Standards:  

- Standard C2: Students 

will research an aspect of 

the novel of their 

choosing in an on-ground 

library, as well as via 

Internet-based resources. 
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Resource: Munroe, R. (2007, May 30). Merlin (#270). Accessed January 28, 2009, from XKCD Web 

site: http://xkcd.com/270/. 
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Symbolism in Literature 
 

Adapted from: Ashliman, D. (2004). Folk & fairy tales: a handbook. [Online] London: Greenwood 

Press. Accessed January 30, 2009, from Web site: 

http://www.greenwood.com/samplepages/0313328102.pdf. 

 

 

Natural & Traditional Symbols: 

 

 Eggs, flowers – fragility, fertility 

 Bread, grain – life 

 Forests – freedom, danger 

 Pathway – order, security 

 Sun – symbol of God (sunlight gives life) 

 Stars – eternity 

 Bodies of water – dividing line between two or more realms; wells and springs are often seen as 

passageways into these worlds, often populated with earth-spirits: fairies, elves, trolls, etc. 

 Animals: 

 

o Lion – courage 

o Wolves – viciousness 

o Owls – wisdom 

o Ants, bees – diligence 

o Foxes – cunning 

o Bears – laziness 

o Eagles – nobility 

o Fantasy beasts and composite 

animals tend to have dual/multiple 

animal traits, i.e.: dragons, 

unicorns, griffins, mermaids, 

sphinxes 

 

 

 

Institutions 

 

o Clans, guilds, fraternities, religions, armies, nations, etc. 

o Provides identification and meaning for its members 

o Abstract (Scottish plaid, Star of David) 

o Nature-inspired (Islamic crescent is moon-shaped) 

o Objects (Christian cross or fish; crowns, orbs, chalices, rings, lamps, dragons, unicorns, 

patterns) 
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Number Symbolism 

 

o Two – duality. Fairy tales are of this world and „the other‟ world; human beings have both a 

body and soul; there is a possibility in everything for both good and evil, etc. 

o Three – Triangle is the most stable of all simple designs; often associated with Holy Trinity; 

things in fairy-tales often repeated three times; three wishes being granted, etc. 

o Four/Seven – Rectitude or completeness; four sides of a square; seven associated with Creation, 

seven planets of Greek antiquity. 

o Twelve – From Judeo-Christian teachings – twelve apostles, twelve tribes of Israel 

o Thirteen – Brings unbalance, bad luck to twelve – 13 participants in the last supper of Jesus. 

 

 

Color Symbolism 

 

o Red – Blood (including menstrual blood – signifies maturity, fertility), fire 

o Green – New plant growth/life; hope 

o Blue – Heaven, purity, piety (Saint Mary is traditionally clothed in blue) 

o Gray – Failing health, wisdom (old age) 

o White/clear/transparent – purity 

o Gold – Wealth, any positive quality (“He was the school‟s golden boy”) 

o Color interpretations vary across language and culture: 

 

o Green does not always signify jealousy, or blue, sadness, the way it does in English. 

o Pink and blue are not always “girl” and “boy” colors.  

o In Western culture, black is a color of mourning; in the Orient, this is what white 

represents; in Norse mythology, blue is associated with death and mourning. 

o Some colors have racist interpretations – black/darker colors are occasionally associated 

with negative/undesirable qualities, with white/light associated with „good‟/positive 

things. 
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QUEST FOR LOVE.COM! 
 

Ye Olde England’s premiere Web site for courtship prospects presents 
… 

 

 
Cully 

 
Species: Goshawk 

Gender: Male 
Age: Old enough 

 
“I live in the Mews at the Castle of Sir Ector. I hate my roommates, and small children – no 
kids, please. I enjoy long spells in the forest, except when it’s raining. I would like a mate who 
understands that I occasionally need my space – for instance, when I am molting. If 
interested, contact Hob.” 
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The Once & Future King – Personal Ads Assignment 

 

 
 

Now that you‟ve read the first 15 chapters of T.H. White‟s The Once & Future King, you will 

construct a personal ad for one of the characters in the novel thus far. (You will be randomly assigned a 

character.) Please use the Cully example as a guide, but be unique. This is a chance to showcase both 

your understanding of the book, and your creativity. Have fun! 

 

Your personal ad will be judged by the following criteria: 

 

o Typed/organized/neat – no notebook paper! (2 pts.) 

o A picture of your character (2 pts.) 

o Creativity/originality (1 pt.) 

o Must contain the following information somehow (5 pts.): 

o Who is your person? (Do they have a specific title/would they include that in a 

personal ad?) 

o Where do they live? 

o What are they looking for in a mate? 

o When are they available for courting/dating? 

o How do you contact them? 

 

This assignment will be worth 10 points, and will be counted as a quiz grade (15% of your 

overall grade for the class). It is due Friday, February 6
th

, 2009.  

 

Please note: You will have some time in class to brainstorm ideas and such, but not enough to 

complete the assignment satisfactorily (for instance, no time to type it up, since it should, once again, 

NOT be on notebook paper). Ergo, please make sure to factor in enough time at home. You should not 

bring your personal ad to class on Friday unfinished and expect to complete it during reading time. 

(You will have a shortened class period, due to the early release schedule.) 

 

If you have any questions, please ask Ms. Haight and/or Mrs. Flores (preferably not the day that 

the assignment is due).  


