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Students suffer bandwidth blues 

October 27, 2002 

 

For many college students, downloading music from the Internet has become a daily ritual, amongst 

deleting chain letters from e-mail inboxes and participating in online RPGs. 

The fear and excitement of being fined for downloading illegal MP3s have been diminishing since the 

initial “Metallica vs. Napster” uproar. Threats of record companies are idle, at best, and people are 

essentially free to download what they want, when they want. Since many consumers are apt to go out 

and purchase an artist’s album after sampling their work online, the industry can hardly complain of 

decreased sales. 

However, many Eastern Washington University students feel like they’re getting short-changed when it 

comes to the “when they want” part. 

“I only download during the day, and it takes for fricken’ ever,” proclaims Megan, a freshman in Streeter 

Hall. 

Many students milling about campus gave similar testimonies: woeful tales of heinously slow 

downloading times and even reports of the network being down and/or refusing to connect to their file-

sharing program of choice (Kazaa, Morpheus, AudioGalaxy, and WinMX are popular among post-Napster 

refugees). Still others are aggrieved by the notion that they should have to wait at all to download 

songs. 

“It’s ridiculous,” my roommate commented; “we should be able to do it when it’s convenient for us.” 

The problem lies mainly in there not being enough bandwidth (that is, the amount of space for 

information to flow up and down the network) for EWU’s dormitory students to complete the tasks they 

may use the Internet for besides downloading music (i.e.: homework). 

Some students affirmed they would be willing to pay an extra fee in order to have more bandwidth. 



“Charge me extra and give me more,” declares Dave, a junior in Morrison Hall. Whether this option has 

already been considered and vetoed by Tsunami, the dormitories’ current service provider remains 

unknown. 

Other methods of skirting around the problem include utilizing Windows’ file-sharing network that’s 

accessible on every computer. Students can pick and choose from the files that fellow peers have 

already downloaded. There is also the option of using a Packet Shaper to more fairly control bandwidth. 

This has recently been employed by UCI with much success (see http://resnet.uci.edu/bandwidth.html 

for more information). 

In any case, EWU’s resource allocation issue is splitting an increasing number of hairs. 

“I’ve put up with poor Internet service at Eastern for more than two years now,” Dave reflects. “I’m 

pretty tired of it.” 

 

STA’s changes give me the bus service blues 

December 4, 2003 

 

As a soon-to-be commuting Eastern student, I must protest the proposed changes to the Spokane 

Transit bus system. In July 2004, if funding for the bus system is cut, times of service and route 

availability will be drastically reduced. Instead of including night hours as it does now, service will be 

available only on weekdays from 6 a.m. to 7 p.m. 

And herein lies the crux of the problem. What about the people who have jobs, meetings, and social 

lives on the weekends? What are non-dorm-inhabiting EWU students who wish to catch an on-campus 

weeknight event (like a WYSIWYG, sporting event, drama production or music concert, just to name 

some of the many ways EWU caters to night owls) supposed to do about getting home afterwards? 

This trend of cutting bus service is certainly not a new one, either. My family just recently moved here 

from the Tri-Cities, whose bus system underwent a similar change last year. One of the big perks of 

Spokane for us was one’s ability to get somewhere without wasting a lot of gas money or having to deal 

with the congestion of a big city. Spokane is the second-largest city in Washington State, small only in 

comparison to Seattle. Not having a bus system to support this is really self-destructive. 

Here’s another thing, how many of you live near/in Medical Lake, West Plains, Millwood, around either 

SCC or SFCC, or south of 29th Avenue? If this new plan goes into effect, service for all of these areas will 

either cease completely or be drastically reduced. 

Collaborative students of Eastern, we can’t let this happen. By allowing STA to make such drastic cuts to 

one of Spokane’s most readily used services, we’re not only preventing EWU students from getting the 



most out of their college experience; we’re denying them and other citizens the ability to get to their 

jobs and homes. Our inherent mobility will be sacrificed. 

Fortunately, there are a couple of things we can do. The service is contingent on the passing of 

prepositions and initiatives that crop up every couple of years. In 2000, the passage of I-695 led to STA 

cutting their services by 9 percent, eliminating or leaving untouched 20 administrative positions. In 

2002, the failure of Preposition 1, asking for a 0.3 percent increase in sales tax to continue funding STA, 

led them to tightening the belt even more. 

Whether it’s voter apathy or incomprehension of why such issues are so important, we need to be more 

prepared/informed in 2004. Dropping from 350,000 to 150,000 fixed route hours is going to affect a lot 

of people. It’s the community’s job, therefore, to become actively involved in protesting these changes. 

Mostly, this entails attending meetings on the subject, and doing it as soon as possible, rather than 

waiting until January or February when the STA will make their decision. Jill Lamb (325-6009) is the 

person to talk to about the when, where, and how. 

It’s also important that people are willing to give a little to get a lot. What’s a 0.3% tax increase 

compared to 200,000 hours of additional bus service? Read your voter pamphlets more carefully – or, in 

some cases, start opening them before tossing them in the garbage/recycling bin. It’s a long road ahead, 

people. Let’s make sure we have an efficient and reliable bus service to traverse it with. 

 

Computer lab sees improvements 

October 23, 2003 

 

Lots of changes in Eastern Washington University’s on-campus computer lab have taken place over the 

summer, and they promise to make students’ 2003-2004 year that much more efficient. 

Frequent visitors have probably already noticed the most prominent difference from last year. 

That is, students no longer run their Eagle IDs through a machine at the front desk. Instead, they must 

set up an account using their student ID number once they’re inside the lab. 

Josh, one of the lab employees, noted that this was to ensure that only EWU students could use the lab. 

The former card-based system was fairly simple to use, but a lot of people managed to slip by the front 

desk without “checking in”. Now, having to input a username and password before being able to access 

any of a given computer’s files or programs will prevent that. 

Along with a new log-in system, the computer lab is now equipped with a photo printer. Students can 

scan and process pictures from a digital camera and print them off in various sizes. About thirty new 

machines have been added to the lab, and all of them have been installed with/upgraded from Windows 

2000 to Windows XP. Other additions include LCD monitors and a DVD burner. 



The computer lab employees were hard at work a couple of days before the beginning of the quarter to 

get everything up and running before students started filing in. There’ve been a couple of kinks, no 

doubt, but like Josh says, “people seem to like *the changes+.” 

 

PLUS system offers students help 

December 5, 2002 

 

A new spin on tutoring allows all Eastern students to discover new strategies of studying while learning 

key concepts needed to succeed in various courses. 

PLUS, Program Leading to Undergraduate Success, is free and open to all students on a quarterly basis. 

Most students are familiar with tutoring sessions where they drop in and check the answers on their 

homework and study guides. A prior article related this method to sticking a Band-Aid on a wound, 

which, while it helps somewhat, is only a temporary fix. 

PLUS, on the other hand, is a group-oriented, "collaborative learning" approach; it is geared towards 

actually learning the concepts needed to succeed in a course, as opposed to cramming it into one's 

memory for a short-term period and forgetting it just as easily after regurgitating as much as possible on 

to the exam. 

It is with this in mind that students attend two, one-hour sessions per week, alongside about six to 

twelve peers, in which they are aided by a "facilitator" (a fellow student who has already taken the 

course and has a sincere interest in the subject in general) who models efficient study strategies and 

learning behavior. 

The fundamental idea is that students will improve their grades by putting more effort into studying, as 

well as figuring out what method of studying works best for them. Additionally, the facilitator works 

with the students in their trouble areas, such as note-taking, testing, and organizational skills. 

Sitting in on one of the psychology sessions held in Monroe's small but inviting library, this reporter 

couldn't help but notice the friendly, open atmosphere. The students all seemed to know each other 

well enough to joke around a bit. One of the girls in the session, who was making up her own multiple-

choice question for her peers (one of the methods of studying taught), listed "when [name of student] 

won't shut up" as one of the possible choices for the term "burn-out". Nonetheless, the facilitator, 

Jennifer, was easily able to get the group back on task. 

PLUS has been around since 1994, and with 1,886 students currently in its archives, it shows little sign of 

fading away. To further back its success, 86% of the participants have passed the class they joined to get 

help in with a 2.0 or above. Additionally, most students return the next quarter to attend more PLUS 

groups and meetings. 



Under the leadership of Dr. Ronald Dalla, Vice-Provost of Undergraduate Studies, PLUS is currently 

recruiting both students and professors who would like a session set up for their specific classes. "We're 

looking for faculty interested in promoting learning in their classrooms," said Kerensa DeFord, the 

program's coordinator. Interested parties are encouraged to visit the Academic Support Center in 

Monroe Hall (Room 111), or to call (509) 359-6145. 

 

Reality television: Beast of burden or harmless trend? 

February 27, 2003 

 

Just like the slew of game shows from the Seventies, the campy family sitcoms of the Eighties, and the 

syndicated dramas of the Nineties, reality television is this decade's fad. 

Try to think of a television network with a fair amount of popularity that hasn't aired a reality show in 

the past year or so. It's hard, isn't it? It seems wherever you turn, one gets inundated with a slew of 

contest-oriented shows like "Who Wants to Be A Millionaire" and "American Idol," dating-specific ones 

like "Elimi-Date," "Temptation Island," and "Joe Millionaire," and tests of survival, such as, well, 

"Survivor" or even "Road Rules." 

I propose two reasons why reality television has grown so quickly, so fast. First, there is the idea it is a 

fairly new invention, and like fad diet-and-exercise programs, musical genres, and clothing styles, reality 

television is in its grace period. 

Second, as a society, we yearn to know the ins and outs of our favorite celebrities' private lives, gossip 

about our neighbors, and speculate about who is dating whom amongst close friends. We are naturally 

voyeuristic, and reality television spoon feeds us all of this, and in quantifiable amounts - but without 

the repercussions that usually come with being a peeping tom. 

This also, perhaps unintentionally, brings people together as they cram themselves into overpopulated 

chat rooms and post about their favorite character from "The Osbornes" on MTV's message boards. 

Similar interests tend to breed friendships, or at least offer up good conversation fodder while you're in 

line at the grocery store or something. 

There are, of course, problems with reality programming, and that's that it shafts plenty of other shows 

with carefully constructed scripts and painfully erected plots. Why rely on someone else's 

characterization and acting when you can watch "real," gut-wrenching proposals on "The Bachelorette" 

seems to be the question at hand. Fatalists may mourn the idea that we are doomed to forego scripted 

anything in lieu of 35 million fans tuning in to watch a dolled-up construction worker try his hand at 

being a pampered pretty boy. I, on the other hand, prefer to think of reality television as a trend that 

will eventually reach its prime and then will dwindle in excitement somewhat to make room for the next 



wave of programming schlock. Now, if you'll excuse me, I must go compare notes with a friend about 

the latest episode of "American Idol." 

 

Review: “Scary Movie 3” 

November 6, 2003 

 

I’m generally a movie optimist. I realize there are some duds out there, and that generally, 85 percent of 

the sequels getting produced should have been left on the cutting room floor, but I like to give most 

films the benefit of the doubt. I’m also an avid fan of comedy and parody, so I had moderately high 

hopes for “Scary Movie 3”. 

The ads definitely looked promising: a Michael Jackson impersonator shrieks girlishly when he’s found in 

one of the protagonist’s daughter’s bedroom (the studio is facing a hefty lawsuit from Jacko for that 

one, too). A creepy “Ring” look-alike crawls out of the television screen, only to be bitch-slapped by her 

victim. A visitor at the White House is unfortunately mistaken for an alien as he welcomes the country’s 

leader through a tiny voice box. And so on, and so forth. 

Sadly, the movie is only funny in clips; it moves predictably through scenes, sporadically eliciting a 

chuckle from the viewer. It’s no fault of the actors, all of whom deliver their lines with as much pizzazz 

as they can muster. I think the Wayans had it right when they stopped at two. Very few movies can 

successfully pull off a trilogy, and, besides, humor is so subjective. 

Perhaps if “Scary Movie 3” had been released prior to “Not Another Teen Movie” and “Austin Powers: 

Goldmember,” it would have seemed less played-out. As it is, I think it’s time for Cindy and the gang to 

call it quits. The franchise is pretty much over. 

I give “Scary Movie 3” a C; the actors worked with what they were given, and while it won’t win them 

any Academy Awards, it hopefully won’t mean the end of their careers, either. I also wish to dispel any 

rumors that Kevin Smith wrote the screenplay for this film. A quick trip over to the handy Internet Movie 

Database (http://www.imdb.com) proved this false. 

Of course, bona fide Kevin Smith fans will be quick to point out that error. And while many of them will 

probably be outraged that someone could even think Smith would lower himself to kicking the “Scary 

Movie” dead horse (because God forbid he carries on any tired comedic franchises), we all know the 

truth. Smith would never put his name on anything with so few “dick-and-fart jokes” in the script. 

 

 

 



Schedule blocks learning process 

January 16, 2003 

 

There has been talk over the past few quarters or so to implement block scheduling for all of the classes 

offered at Eastern Washington University in the future. For those not in the know, this means that 

instead of meeting five days a week, one hour a day, classes would generally meet twice a week for 2-3 

hours per session. 

I, personally, find the current mixture of block-scheduled courses and regular Monday-through-Friday 

deals offered to be the best alternative. When one makes a habit of overloading anywhere between 20 

and 23 credits per quarter, having the solidarity of "regularly scheduled' classes. As well as the 

occasional segmented course in the afternoon makes a world of difference, and allows, me to fit my 

extracurricular and other essentials of living (food, sleep, instant messaging) in. And please hold off all 

comments as to my sanity, or lack thereof, until the end. 

Nonetheless, I'm willing to look at both sides of argument, should block scheduling be taken under 

serious consideration by the People in Charge. What students and faculty alike most obviously enjoy 

about block scheduling is that it allows them to sleep in, since such courses are generally offered in the 

afternoon and/or evening. I'll admit to readily conceding this point -- even if you aren't of the nature to 

snooze 'till noon on a weekday, block scheduling would allow one to juggle both school and at least a 

part-time job, or it would give them time to run errands, prepare a lesson plan, see their kids off on the 

happy yellow school bus, et, cetera, ad nauseum. 

Students also point out that these classes don't meet every day. On the plus side, one only has to 

endure the discomfort of those too-small, squeaky, unbalanced, cold, plastic desks that plague at least 

three-fourths of the classrooms all over campus two or three times a week. On the down side, however, 

the gaps in-between what is taught on one day makes it much harder to mentally retrieve something 

two (or four, for those lovely Wednesday to the following Monday deals) days later than it would be to 

simply pull out of your noggin 24 hours after the fact. This could even have adverse effects on the test 

scores. 

Yet another factor is the information being conveyed. What block scheduling does, ideally, is allow 

teachers to emphasize and enunciate on points that they wouldn't have time to pontificate on with only 

a 50 minute class period. This would alleviate some of the overall choppiness of the lectures, which is 

ultimately what confuses students. Why, the instructors can even show a two-hour movie without 

having to break it up into sections (again with the memory retrieval thing). And yet, there is such a thing 

as overkill, and it'd be a simple enough matter to cram too much into a single block-scheduled period, 

not even realizing that students are still having difficulties taking it all in like they would have with a 

regular schedule. It's on a slightly larger scale, and it equates to an even more massive burnout. 



Yet another bone of contention is the idea of attendance policies becoming much more than just an 

arbitrary idea that the teacher pulled out of one orifice or another. That is, with regularly schedules 

courses, I've had instructors who shrug and say that they don't care if the students come to class, but 

that they probably wont do as well as they could have if they don't show up. I've also had professors 

who denote point values for attendance and warn students at the beginning of the term that a failure to 

occupy a seat for the majority of the time they're enrolled in the course would result in a penalty in the 

form of a lowered overall grade. Most of the time, these professors taught block-scheduled classes, 

which makes sense, considering how little time one actually spends in the classroom even if they do 

show up for every session. 

My point is, whether or not students choose to take classes in spurts or on a regular, five-day schedule, 

the key word is "choice', which is something that will get eliminated if Eastern Washington University 

initiates an all-block scheduling policy in the near future. I suppose the quintessential idea won't 

necessarily bring about the apocalypse or anything, but I do hope that if it does happen, the school 

won't be doomed to repeating the city of Cheney's recent parking meter blunder. That is, the students 

should be consulted about an element of their lifestyle that could greatly affect their future before the 

deed is done. The collective student body's voice is loud, and I doubt its going to quiet down anytime 

soon. 

 

Small town prodigy, big aspirations 

October 23, 2003 

 

Eastern Washington University’s Music 496 class, taught by Dr. Jonathan Middleton, has been graced by 

a piano prodigy. And she’s only 16 years old. 

Christina Jill Pendleton, known to family and friends simply as Jill, enrolled in Washington State’s 

Running Start program so she could take Dr. Middleton’s Counterpoint course. The daughter of a piano 

teacher, Pendleton grew up at her mother’s piano school learning basic notes and scales at three-and-a-

half years old. 

It’s just part of my life, the modest Medical Lake High School junior said. Even so, Pendleton leads an 

incredibly busy life. Her day away from home starts as early as 6:45 a.m., and doesn’t end sometimes 

until five in the evening. Along with Counterpoint, Pendleton takes regular classes at high school and 

also participates in the ASB, jazz band, Junior ROTC (Air Force branch), cross-country, track and a 

multimedia course. 

When asked how she feels about being the youngest student in a 400-level college course she laughs 

and says, I feel incredibly young. Her mom notes the class is theory about theory, basically. She enjoys 

the class though, and the campus for its diverse and friendly atmosphere. 



“If I had any advice, it would be to learn to take opportunities, and be grateful as they come,” Pendleton 

said. A fan of soundtracks like “Last of the Mohicans” and “Lord of the Rings,” Pendleton hopes to write 

and arrange epic soundtracks of her own for movies someday. 

Friendly and ambitious, it’s easy to see that Pendleton is headed for success. She even has her own CD 

out and plans to release another entitled “The Quest” soon. Her debut album, “Aurora Borealis” 

contains about a dozen gorgeous piano solos (the title song happens to be a personal favorite), including 

some of Pendleton’s own compositions. It’s available at Auntie’s and Borders. Students can also call the 

KEWU radio station and request some of Jill’s work. Guaranteed she makes it sound incredibly effortless. 

 

Hot eats 

November 6, 2003 

 

It’s one of the age-old college stand-bys: don’t eat the cafeteria food. Everyone complains about it and 

many hypothesize that there’s some strange, unidentified substance in the meatloaf, but that doesn’t 

stop students from complaining when they reach the maximum allotment on their food cards every 

quarter. 

Luckily for the hungry Eastern Washington University population there are a number of on-campus 

culinary options available to them, and – GASP! – it’s all pretty edible. 

This year returning EWU students are seeing some changes to their regularly scheduled fine dining. 

Namely, the much-acclaimed Main Street Deli is no longer located in the PUB. 

Now don’t fret Eagles, you’re still able to get your roughage. The Deli currently resides on the top floor 

of eternally-in-the-process-of-being-remodeled Tawanka Commons, where it has claimed the roomy 

area that Rio’s and Sticks & Spoons used to occupy. Rio’s, incidentally, is now located on the first floor of 

the PUB across from the Eagle Shop along with Sticks & Spoons. 

When fall quarter started, rumors as to the reason for the switch abounded. Perhaps Eastern athletes, 

who made up a quantifiable population of people who frequented Rio’s last year, wanted a change in 

their diet. Or maybe one of the eatery hot-spots just wasn’t pulling in the almighty green. 

Finally, a Rio’s employee cleared it up for me as I paid for my combination meal. Tawanka’s gave the deli 

more space and allowed them to have a salad bar. 

All in all, it’s a rather anti-climactic end to the mystery. 

Now, if the deli would just bring back their salad of the day they’d give me a reason to stop griping 

about their moving so far away from the Residence Halls. 



 

English prof writes Holocaust memoir 

February 27, 2003 

 

Dr. Ingeborg Urcia, an English professor for 30 years here at Eastern Washington University, not only 

teaches a bit about the Holocaust in her Children's Literature class -- she lived through it. Now, 50 years 

later, she has published a memoir about her experiences. 

Entitled Steps in the Night, the book is narrated from Ingeborg's point of view as a young girl living in 

Germany during Hitler's Third Reich. Ingeborg's parents, a Christian father and a Jewish mother, were 

married in 1933. Five years later, her father was given an ultimatum: either unbind himself from his 

marriage, since it was looked down upon as "a racial disgrace", or lose his job. 

Steps in the Night chronicles Ingeborg's father being subject to working in a factory while her mother 

and grandmother were sent to concentration camps (her grandmother did not return from Auschwitz). 

Mrs. Urcia notes that the story, prompted initially by an old box of letters found after her mother passed 

away two years ago, has an Anne Frank-esque appeal to it. 

A child tends to "observe quite a bit", she acknowledges. Their opinions are very straight forward and 

plain, lacking the adult "ideas and agendas" that so heavily influence history and politics. Indeed, the 

whole point of the memoir, according to Mrs. Urcia, is to focus on the everyday life of people who lived 

during a time period mainly recalled or studied from a political angle. Additionally, the book is meant to 

help people see that not all individuals fall into specific groups that prescribe to the same beliefs and 

actions. As she says, tragedies "bring out the best and the worst in people." Some individuals took great 

risks in helping people out who were caught in the crossfire of Hitler's reign of terror, while others, 

neighbors of the same religion, even, would just as soon turn you in for listening to foreign radio, which 

was forbidden because of its objective nature. 

Carrying quite a sunny disposition, however, Ingeborg chooses to focus on the positive aspects, which is 

why she dedicates her book not only to the memory of her parents, but also to all the people who 

helped out during the years of persecution. 

For the curious, Steps in the Night is published by Elias Holl Press located in Cheney; the books are 

hardcover and priced at $16.95 each. Dr. Urcia also plans to give a lecture at the Woman's Center next 

month with the book in mind. 

 

 

 



Club helps students feel SAFE 

November 6, 2003 

 

With 2003 having been unofficially declared “the year of gay pride” in political, religious, and media 

circles alike, profiling Eastern’s on-campus GLBTQA (Gay, Lesbian, Bisexaul, Transgender, Questioning, 

and Ally) organization probably seems like par for the course. But SAFE, Eastern Washington University’s 

Student Alliance for Equality, is much more than just sunshine and rainbows. 

For one, it’s a well-respected and recognized group, having won last year’s Outstanding Student 

Organization Award from ASEWU. “It made students feel more comfortable about joining,” Rebecca, 

one of the members, noted. 

SAFE meets weekly in PUB 322 for a business meeting on Wednesdays at 1 PM. They also have weekly 

social events at various locations in Spokane, and boast of an extensive list of people on its 

Yahoo!Groups mailing list, which can be found via their website 

(http://iceberg.ewu.edu/safe/safe.html). 

SAFE also gives back to the on-campus community, so to speak. Quite often, they’re guest speakers in a 

number of departments: education, sociology, communications, women’s studies, recreation, and 

psychology, just to name a few. They bring other guest speakers to campus, as well (Matthew Shepard’s 

Mom’s apparently on the agenda this year). 

Steve Bertram, the SAFE coordinator for EWU, says that the group’s staying power lies in its support 

from faculty members and teaming up with other student organizations, like Eagle Entertainment, 

Residential Life, and even the Athletics department. “They’ve all given us a really warm welcome,” 

Rebecca agrees. 

On the subject of America’s recent predilection for gay-themed television shows, Steve says that it’s 

“three steps forward, two steps back. It definitely introduces us into society as a subculture, but that’s 

still portraying homosexual people as a subculture”. And while inducting homosexuals into pop culture 

may not be the most realistic portrayal of the group, at large, Steve agrees that it’s a start, at least. 

SAFE is having an Open House from 2-5 PM on November 15th, and sponsors the EWU Transgender 

Awareness Week, beginning on November 20th. It’s also involved in the Annual Gay & Lesbian Film 

Festival held at Riverpoint in Spokane, November 7th and 8th. Students can also look forward to them 

putting on Eastern’s third-annual Drag Show in the spring. 

Students with additional questions or comments are urged to visit PUB 322 and/or contact Steve 

Bertram at 359-4253. 

 

 



Talent show fundraiser set for Feb. 10 

February 4, 2004 

 

Auditions for Circle K’s second annual talent show went off with nary a hitch on Feb. 3 in PUB 206. 

Sponsored by Circle K, Eagle Entertainment and the Residential Life Association, the talent show is 

meant to be a fundraiser for both the Boys’ & Girls’ Club and Cheney Outreach – a combination which 

traditionally combines interests on “both a local and international scale,” said Jeri Martinez, head of the 

talent show committee. 

Circle K, which was named as the 2002-2003 Community Organization of the Year by EWU’s Excellence 

Board, values leadership, fellowship and service. They are encouraging students from both EWU and 

surrounding areas to bring their friends and families to Showalter Auditorium on Feb. 10 at 7 p.m. 

Tickets are $3 for all students with an ID card and $5 for everyone else, unless they fall into the “under 

five/over 65 gets in free” category. 

Being only the second year of a hopefully long-standing tradition, Martinez acknowledges that the 

inherent flaw of its predecessor was the way the judging was handled. “Last year was a popularity 

contest,” she affirms, citing the sole use of audience applause for determining the winners. This year will 

be a combination of clapping and the opinion of a tribunal of official judges: one random audience 

member, one EWU faculty member and one member of Circle K. 

Each act will be approximately five minutes long, and judging from the variety of auditions on Tuesday, 

the competition promises to showcase an array of talents. Everything from original guitar pieces to 

ballet to hip-hop, seems to be vying for the grand prize of $100. Martinez assures us that the second and 

third place prizes are also good, but Circle K wants to keep it hush-hush. 

“Come and support the show,” Martinez said. “Circle K doesn’t make any money from this – it’s all for 

charity. We’re just putting our hearts into it.” 


